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Mission Statement 
 

Macon Citizens Ha-
bilities advocates for 

and protects the 
rights of individuals 
with intellectual and 
developmental disa-

bilities. 
 

MCH provides com-
prehensive residen-

tial and day services. 

Summer evokes images of bright sunshine, sudden thunder storms, golden afternoons with 
ice cold lemonade or sweet tea and juicy watermelon slices, lightening bugs, cool nights, new 
mown hay, and sweat rolling off our foreheads as we long for the air conditioning  that so 
many of us never grew up with but can’t seem to live without now.  Moving into summer 
from spring has been very eventful for those of us at MCH.  There were at least 2 major 
events that don’t even include 4 unannounced surveys since March and trying to keep up 
with the changes with MCO’s.  In May, Jean Pinkston, then assistant director, retired and left 
a huge gap to be filled because she was entrenched in so many different areas of our ser-
vices and handled those responsibilities so capably.  We scrambled to assign and train other 
folks to try to fill her shoes, and that was no easy task.  She brought much to the organization 
and will be missed.  She continues to stop in and keep up with us, and we are happy to see 
her come by.  We also congratulate her on a brand new granddaughter. 
 
On an even sadder note, on May 15, one of our long-time clients left our Singing Angels and 
joined the Heavenly Choir.  Services for Judy Howell were held at Macon Funeral Home on 
May 19, 2013 with Dr. Robert Brown and Jim Ledford officiating.  Services were also held lat-
er on May 28 at Kingdom Hall in Sylva.  There are no words to describe the hole left by Judy’s 
passing.  She was a true delight and a member of the MCH family. 
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From the Director… 
 

: PEOPLE FIRST 

Continued on page 2 

Judy and Bonnie fishing at Balsam Lake Lodge, 
one of Judy’s favorite getaways! 

Special Olympics was held in Franklin in April and 
was especially meaningful to MCH because Bry-
an Plemmons’ memory was honored, and his 
dad provided a wonderful picture.  In addition, 
our beloved Judy took over the microphone and 
sang her heart out for the last time in front of 
the public as only she loved to perform.  Many 
thanks  

to all who helped with Special Olympics and to our 
own Becca Tallent for organizing for MCH.   
 

Another spectacular event was Camp Truett, one of 
the wonderful weekends of fun that so many  clients 
and staff anticipate each year.   This year was no ex-
ception.  They come home tired, telling stories, and 
ready to go again next year.  It is truly one of the most 
enjoyable weekends of the year for our folks.  Many 
thanks to all staff who so willingly give their time and 
make these events happen.   

http://www.maconcitizens.org/
mailto:mch@maconcitizens.org
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From the Director continued… 

 

 For the first time in many years, MCH finds itself in the funding crunch with the state and so much emphasis being put into Medicaid fund-
ing for persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  When we opened our first group homes in the late 80’s and early 90’s, 
funding was either ICF-MR/DD (now ICF-IID) and through state grants for DDA (Developmentally Disabled Adults).  As time rolled on, Medi-
caid case management was implemented to supplement the state funding. Then that fell out of favor, and we were told we could not do 
our own case management. Community Based Services, a state funding source,  was implemented, and we rolled along for a few years with 
that funding.  As that began to fade, case managers began to move many DDA clients to CAP-MR/DD services.  Eventually, CAP MR/DD 
(now NC Innovations), even came up with a residential supports service and a day supports service for those attending day programs.   All 
of the MCH DDA clients moved to the CAP and then NC Innovations funding.  Thus comes the rub.  In May, MCH experienced a sudden cli-
ent death for the first time in its 25 years of service.  While other clients have passed away, there has been a serious illness or an anticipat-
ed end of time; however, in May, one of our clients had a massive stroke and died suddenly.  Apparently, this should never happen to per-
sons with I/DD because there is no provision to fill a DDA bed when tragedy strikes.   
 
Innovations service dies with the individual… it can’t be used to provide a service for another as so many think.  So MCH is faced with no 
true waiting list of persons with funding, no case managers who are seeking services for their clients, little interest from the MCO’s,  and no 
prospects for filling a bed with another individual with Innovations which pays much better than the $45 per day on the state rate.  It isn’t 
hard to do the math and know that $45/day will not pay staff wages and keep the electric on.  Nor is there any guarantee that the MCO for 
the home county would even pay the state rate if we had a good candidate.  However, while there is little provision for services for persons 
with I/DD, the MCO’s have been able to hire hundreds of people because administrative money has been made available for the conver-
sions from Local Management Entities to Managed Care Organizations.   

As persons who care about persons with I/DD, I just remind you to contact your legislators and those who make the laws and remind them 
that this vulnerable  population  should not be overlooked, and one size does not fit all.  We have people in our own day program who 
would be perfect “fits” in this group home, but they do not have any funding nor any hope of future funding if  the system remains as it is 
today.  Only you can make a difference.  Providers are not heard.   Operations money for providers has never been a priority.  You, as ad-
vocates, parents, people who care can make a difference, especially if you happen to be a parent, guardian, or loved one of someone who 
needs services and is not getting them.   Jim Davis and Roger West represent us locally.  I encourage you to contact them and make a case 
for needed services, including money to operate day programs like MCE.  It is time for a change in our state, and time to stop building em-
pires and put the dollars to work in services.  Please help educate our politicians.  It’s more important than ever. 

Lack of Funding to Care for Persons with I/DD 

Two other exciting events were the annual Valentine’s Dance at Millrace Farm in 
Peachtree which Tommy and Linda McGuire sponsor each year and the second dance 
sponsored by the Early College in Jackson County at Southwestern Community College. 
Both were fun events and WLOS even featured the event in Jackson County. 
 
MCH continues to struggle to keep up with the many changes in the state system of ser-
vice delivery and ensure compliance with the requirements of 4 MCO’s.  It is expected 
that this will soon only be 3 MCO’s as Western Highlands and Smoky enter into some 
type of partnership or Smoky ultimately assumes responsibility for the entire western 
area.   
    
                   
                                                                                                    Until next time….  Jeannie 
 

 

 
Our Autists 

Millrace Farm Valentine’s Dance 

               Early College Dance and Camp Truett 
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   Duke Energy Foundation     
   Levi Klopenstein/Sandra Heaton 
   Carole S. Light 
   Jack and Jackie DeBetta 
   Sue Bryson 
   Cindy Ellis and Gloria Painter – Southwestern Early College Dance 
   FATZ Café and Manager Chris   
   NC CALL, Inc. – donation for greenhouse                            Gifts In Honor of Nancy Curlee, Retirement at FHS 
   KOC, St. Mary’s Catholic Church,  Jackson County                 Pam Cabe  Martha Keener              
   Macon County EMS     Vickie Sutton  Susan Thompson    
   Macon Funeral Home     Susan Thompson  Beverly Penland 
   Angel Medical Center and Staff    Lew Teter  Kathy Breedlove 
   Greg Plemmons      Dona Picou  Kim Bates 
   Bobbi Contino and Lionel Caynon   Julie Brabson  Denise Davis 
   First Baptist Church, Franklin    Sherri Houston  Kathy Ledford  
   McGuire’s Millrace Farm Valentine’s Dance  Kate McMahan  Sandy Tabor  
   Victor Adan, MD      Sue Buchanan  Michael Turner 
   Frog Town Deli       Paula Ledford   Pam Roper 
       Pam Patillo  April Vinson  
In Honor of Henry C.     Lisa Welch  Bobby Kuppers    
    Willis and Frankie Hughes    Analicia Ashe                         Lillian Gerber 
                 
    
In Honor of Roger B.  
  Jim and Brenda Garner 
  Rob Lee, American Way Services 
 
In Memory of Judy Howell 
  Josephine and Charles Cabe  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A few more pictures from recent events… 

Thank You 

 

Always remember that you are uniquely individual -- just like everyone else!   --    Margaret Mead 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 

 
I want to contribute to MCH, a private, non-profit organization.  My contribution is tax deductible.  I understand that I will be sent documentation to use for 
income tax deduction purposes. 
 

Please make contributions payable to: 
 

MCH 
PO Box 698 

Franklin, NC 28744 
 

Complete the following information so that MCH can acknowledge your donation with a receipt for tax purposes.   
 
Name:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  ____________________________________________________ 
 
                ____________________________________________________ 
 
Amount of Donation:  ________________________ 
 
In memory/honor of:  _____________________________________________ 
 
Please include the name and address of any persons who should be notified if the gift is in memory or honor of someone. 
 
Name:  ___________________________ 
 
Address:  _________________________ 
 
               __________________________ 

 
Thank You! 

 

 

CH                                                                   

PO Box 698                                                                                        
Franklin, NC 28744 
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