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Mission Statement 
 

Macon Citizens Ha-
bilities advocates for 

and protects the 
rights of individuals 
with intellectual and 
developmental disa-

bilities. 
 

MCH provides com-
prehensive residen-

tial and day services. 

 On this 75
th

 anniversary of the establishment of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, only a 
few miles away, it is fitting to remember these Blue Ridge Mountains, the jewel of the east.  FDR said 
it this way:  "It is good and right that we should conserve these mountain heights of the old frontier 
for the benefit of the American people."  One of our groups took a short vacation recently at the foot 
of the Smokies and spent some time at a campground near Cherokee.  From all reports it was a won-
derful outing with camp fires, s’mores, and cabin sleeping.   The group composed of staff and persons 
served from 2 different group homes didn’t have to travel far to experience the splendors of our 
beautiful area and explore some new shops, attractions, and spend time bonding and getting to know 
each other better.  It is very rewarding to have staff who are willing to make it more than just a job 
and give of themselves so that the persons they work with have enriched lives.   
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: PEOPLE FIRST 

Continued on page 3 

 

Camping near Cherokee, NC 

To borrow from an article about the Smoky 
Mountains, “to the naked eye a jewel in the 
rough is more often missed or overlooked by 
those who don't recognize the potential in 
its raw state. It takes a trained, skilled eye to 
know when they have found a "diamond in 
the rough," or any other gemstone for that 
matter. To bring out the true beauty of a 
rough stone it must be fashioned through a 
process of tumbling to smooth the stone, 
then it is precisely cut and polished into an 
object of beauty, a prized possession.”  The 
same could be said for those persons MCH  

is privileged to serve who have intellectual and developmental disabilities.  They are truly gem-
stones and are prized possessions thanks to active treatment and the nurturing of caring staff.  
Sadly, MCH lost one of these prized possessions on September 6 to an untimely death.  Along 
with her family, we mourn the loss of Blanche Tallent, a 23-year resident of Macon Group Home.  
 

Blanche Enjoying the Outdoors  

September is National Direct Support Professional 
month across the nation.  The governor of NC issued a 
proclamation declaring the week of September 7 – 13 
as NDSP week.  MCH salutes all its habilitation assis-
tants and expresses deep gratitude to those who pro-
vide the hands-on training and care to the persons we 
serve.  It takes an entire team for a service provider to 
run smoothly and efficiently, but the direct care staff 
are the front-line people who maintain long hours and 
round the clock staffing through all kinds of weather! 
See the governor’s proclamation on the next page. 

http://www.maconcitizens.org/
mailto:mch@maconcitizens.org
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The Greenhouse Project Nears Completion…. Plan Your Spring Purchases!! 

As with all our projects so that they are simple yet productive, the greenhouse has been a work in progress.  From 
a new walkway to make the area more accessible from MCE to finding days that the weather was not too wet and 
then the heat of summer, there was much to do to put together the 96 foot long structure.   While many of the 
seeds growing now are still in the experimental stages, they are all vegetables, various kinds of lettuce, tomatoes, 
etc. that won’t go to waste since they can be used in the residential facilities.  Training has begun.  Don’t forget 
about MCE when you purchase your spring plants and please keep in mind the beautiful cards made from recycled 
paper as you make your Christmas and gift purchases.  Help give someone with IDD a job! 

The greenhouse project is nearing completion.  Plan your spring purchases now.  Contact Kathy 
Duvall at 524- 5888 x 204 to inquire about plants or cards! We need your support! 
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  Harrah’s – St. Patrick’s Day Dance                                       In Honor of Henry                    In Memory of Millie Raby 
  Judy Evans                                                                                Frankie Hughes                         David and Kay Pitts 
  Ed and Mary Henson                                                         Ruby Collier  
  Cowee Baptist Church Love in Action                 In Memory of Edith Henry Lopes  
  Hungry Bear Restaurant                   Bobby and Carolyn Hartsell  
  Joan and Zak Bazzell                                   In Honor of Roger                     Riley and Wanda Henry  
  Linda Hedden                Robert Lee                             Dennis Holland Well Drilling 
  Macon County Sheriff’s Department                 David and Kay Pitts             Tom, Rose, and Kacie England 
  Knights of Columbus LAMB Foundation, Sylva       Joel and Carolyn Sanders  
  Knights of Columbus, Franklin 
  Deborah Conner           In Honor of Jo  
  Sandra Dennison          Katie Hoyle  
 
            In Honor of Mark            
            Anonymous       
            
 
                                 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You 

 

The best portion of a good man's life - his little, nameless, unremembered acts of kindness and love. – 
William Wordsworth 

 

Continued from page 1 

 
MCH now has 2 Alternative Living Arrangements in addition to the residential and day program services and is launching its first 
Innovations community-based services, In-Home Skill Building and Personal Care this month with a family in Franklin. Again, it 
has been a process, but it’s also very exciting to offer these services.  Interviewing for the community-based services includes the 
family because the services are often delivered in the home.  It’s important that the family accept and trust the worker.  We also 
expect to expand these services very soon and look forward to being able to meet the needs of those we serve. 
 
We are appreciative of the help from the Macon County Sheriff’s Department for noticing the greenhouse and providing us with 
grow lights and other greenhouse supplies.  The moving and erection of the structure was no small task, but due to the diligence 
and perseverance of some veteran dirt movers and problem solvers, we have a magnificent structure to provide more work and 
training possibilities for our clients as well as provide a service to the community. 
 
MCH will have had its national accreditation survey, CARF, in just a few days and welcomes surveyors from Knoxville, TN and 
Ridgecrest, CA.  One has far to travel, and the other not so far.  We look forward to meeting them and learning about their pro-
grams as they review our program and make recommendations for improvement.   
  
Our new website is up at the same address as before, but it has a fresh new look.  The address is www.maconcitizens.org and 
hope you will visit and take a look.  Those seeking employment may complete an application from the website, and there will be 
a log-on page for staff to access policies, information about benefits, handbooks and other useful information.  This site is easier 
to navigate and should be friendlier to persons with disabilities.  We chose the mountains as our background since that is our 
environment in these western counties of NC.  If you are interested in more information about MCH, there is contact information 
on the website and the heading of this newsletter.  Please contact us for information, tours, or other needs you might have. 
  
                  Until next time,  Jeannie 
 

Thank you very much for 
your acts of kindness! 

http://www.maconcitizens.org/


 
 

5 

 

 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

 
I want to contribute to MCH, a private, non-profit organization.  My contribution is tax deductible.  I understand that I will be sent documentation to use for 
income tax deduction purposes. 
 

Please make contributions payable to: 
 

MCH 
PO Box 698 

Franklin, NC 28744 
 

Complete the following information so that MCH can acknowledge your donation with a receipt for tax purposes.   
 
Name:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  ____________________________________________________ 
 
                ____________________________________________________ 
 
Amount of Donation:  ________________________ 
 
In memory/honor of:  _____________________________________________ 
 
Please include the name and address of any persons who should be notified if the gift is in memory or honor of someone. 
 
Name:  ___________________________ 
 
Address:  _________________________ 
 
               __________________________ 

 
Thank You! 
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